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*. The followiag Act of the Tamil Naiu Legislative Assembly received the Jassent L
~of the President oa tae 21st November 1995 and is hereby publisied "for general CoE s
information :— ‘ : e

ACT No. 33 OF 1995.

An Act to amend and consolid ate the law relatingto,and to make better provisions k
for, compulsory elementary education in the State of Tamil Nadu. o o

'WHEREAS under Article 45 of the Constitution of India, the State shall endeavour to L
- provide, within a period of ten years from the commencement of the Constitution, for.. o
free and compulsory education  for all children until they complete the age of

fourteen years .

AND WHEREAS a policy decision has been taken by the Government of Tamil
Nadu to provide compulsory elementary education for allchildren of schoolage in this

State;

AND WHEREAS to give effect to that policy decision, it is necessary to make ele-
mentary education compul sory for all such children ;

AND WHEREAS it is also necessary to make it obligatory on the part of every parent
or guardian of a child to cause the child to attend to an elementary school ;

BE it enacted by the Legisl ati ve Assembly of the State of Tamil Nadu in the Forty-

2

fifth Year of t1e Republic of India as follows :— .

1. (1) This Act may be called the Tamil Nadu Compulsory Elementary Educa-
tion Act, 1994, - Short title,
. extent and
commencement.
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(2) Itshallcomeinto foree 01 such dateas the Government may, by rotifica-
tion, a»ssoint anioiferent -fates may be arpoisted for Jiffere.t provisions of this

() “attzwda.ceatas clenetary s3hool ™ msars presease for instruction at 4
an elementary sc ool for suc aumber of days, a1d on suc- days in a year, and at 3

(Z) “connetent aui wority 7 mea s the competent authority appointed by the
(3) “elemertary education”  meass elucation i such subjects asd  usto

{1) “elemeatary sciool” means a stiool recogaised as aa elementary scool ,
by te compcteat aat ority ard includes any elementary school in existence on tae ' [
date of commecement of tiis Act weic mas bee 1 recogaised as such by the Director
of Elementary I lucation or hy v aut -ority of the Education Departmert: en

© (6) “guardiar.” means aiy perso. to wiom t“e care, nurture o: custody of
any child falls by law or by natural right or by recognised usage, or who has accepted :
or assumed t' v care, nurture ot custody of any cild or to whom ti-e care, nurtureor E

(7) “parent” meansthe fat er or mother of aciild and includes an adopted

(8) ““school age” ia relation to a ciild means such age as may be prescrived ;7 -4

(9) “year” mears the academic year commencing on the I st day of June.

~—
.
(2) Tt exterds to the whole of t-e State of Tamil Nadu.

Act.

Definitions. 7. In this Act, urless the co .text otherwise requires,—
suct time ortiries o1 eaciay of atte viaice, as may be prescribed ;
Geveryment usder sectiorn 6 -
suc’ stardard as may be presaribed

() “ Government” means the State Goverament ;

custndy of any cuild ras been entrusted by any lawful authority;
father or mother ;

flementary

education to
Le compulsory.

Duty of every
parent or
guardian of a

child of school age.

Exemptions.
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3. (1) Subject to tae provisions of this Act, elementary education shall be com- . A
pulsory for every c¢iild of school age. ‘ :

* (2) For giving effect to te provisions of sub-section (1), the Government st.all
provide such number of elementary sciools in tiie State with trained teachers, as
may be considered: necessary.

4. Tt s all be the duty of every parent or guardiar of a chil( of sci ool age to cause
such child to attend an elemertary schLool.

5. Attendance at an elementary school for a ckild of school age si-all rot be
compulsory—

(1) if tiiere is no elementary school within such distance, as may be notified
by the Government; from the resideace of such child ;

() if such child is prevented from aitending an clementary school by reason
of sickness, infirmity or such other cause as may be prescribed ;

(3) if such child is attending arv uncecognised school provided that the
eiucation imparted therein isdeclared to be satisfactory by the competent authority ;

, (4) if such child is impa:ted education in such other manner as may be declared
to be satisfactory by the competent authority ;

(5) i+ such child has already been imparted education in an elementary
schoo! or otherwise, upto the standard prescribed for elementary education ; or
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16) if such child is exempt from attenc ance on ¢ny cther grcunc as may be

prescribed.

6. (1) The Government may, by notificatior, appcint any officer of the Educa-

ition depertment, r.ot-below the 1ank < f District Bducational Office1. to be competent
authority for the purpose of carrvir.ginto effect the prc visions of this Ac* and the rules

mac.e thereunde: and differert competent authoiities may be appointed for different

Areas. :

" (2) The competent authority shall exercist such powers and perform such

e functions as may be presc.ibed.

. 1. Every patent cr guardiap of a child of school age who fails to discharge his
duty under section 4 shall be punishable with fine which mav extend to one
hundred rupees.

8. No court shall take cogmizance of an offence nunishable vn.er this Act escept
on a comolaint in w.iting mace by an office: authcriser’ by the Gevernment in this
behalf by general or special order.

9. The competent avthoyity appcinted under section 6 and the officer »uthciised
under section 8 shell e deemed to be prhlic servents within the meaning of section 21
of the Traizn Per¢l Code.

10. The Gevernment mey, in the publicinterest, by order, direct the competert
antbori.y to make an enquiry cr to iake appr priace pre cee¢ingsuv: der this Act inanv
c3se soec fied in the o1 der, £nd the ce mpat=nt autkoricy shall eportto the Government
the result of the erquiry made or the proceedingstaken by him within such pericd as
may be prescribed.

11. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shalllie ageinst “he Govern-
ment or an officer of the Government, for anything which is in good feith done o;
intended to be done inpur sudace of this Act or anyrule or order made thereunder.

12. (1) The Government may make yules to carryout all o1 any of the purposes
of this Act.

(2) Everyrule or order made vnder this Act shall, assoon as possible, after
it is mace, be placed onthe Toble of the Legislative Assembly and if, beforethe eXpiry
of the session in which it is so placed or the next session, the Assembly makes any
modificatior in any suchrule or order. or the Asscmbly decidestliot the yule or order
should not be made. therule or ooder shalltherealier huve effeet only in such medified
form or be of no effect, as the case mey be. so. however, that any guch modification,
or annulment shell be without prejidice o the validity of anything| previouslydone
under that rule or order.

13. If any difficulty arises in giving effect (o the provisions of this Act. the
Government may, as occasion requires by orcer  published in the Tamil  Nadu

this Act, as appear to them to be pecessary or expedient for removing the difficulty:

Provided that no order shall be made afier the expiry of a period of two yeers
from the date of commencement of this Act.

Nadu Act 16. The Tamil Nadu Elementary Education Act, 1920 is hereby repealed.

of 1920.

(By orde: of the Gove nor)
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Government Gazette, make such provisrons. not mconsistent with the provisicnsof difficulties.

Repeal.

. MUNIRAMAN,
Secretarv to Government,
Law Devartment.

" AND PUBLISHED BY THE DIRECTOR OF STATIONERY AND PRINTING, MADRAS,
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU.
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- Part IV — Section 2 .
Tam2~ Nadu Acts and Ordinances.'

] The tollowing Act of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly received the assent
of the President on the 1st October 1997 and is lrereby published for general
information :—

ACT No.48 OF 1997

An _1ct to amend the Tamil Nadu Qompulsory Elementary Education Act, 1994.
BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Tamil Nadu in the
Forty-eighth Year of the Republic of India as follows :—
1. (1) This Act may be called the Tamil Nadu Compulsory Elementary Educa-  Short title

‘ tion (Amendment) Act, 1997, and
' Commencement.

(2) 1t shall come into force on such date as the State Government may, by
notilication, appoint,

Tamil Nadu 2, In the Tamil Nadu Compulsory Elementary Education Act, 1994 (herein- Amendment
CAct 33 of after referred to as the principal Act), in section 5, clause (1) shall be omitted, of section 5.
1995. :
3. For section 16 of the principal Act, the following section shall be substituted, Substitution
nemely:— of section 16.
Timil Nadu “l6. (1) The Tamil Nadu Elementary Education Act, 1920 (hereinafter in Repeal and
Act VIHT of this section referred to as th: said Act)., except sections 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39 saving,
1920, and 40 and the rules made thereunder is hereby repealed. '

(2) The levy, rates, assessment and realisation of education tax and Government
contribution to the elementary education fund in respect of municipalities shall
be determined in accordance with the provisions of sections 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37,
38. 39 and 40 of the said Act, as if the said sections shall be deemed to always have
heen incorporated in this Act.”

{By Order of the Governor.)
A. K. RAJAN,

Secretary to (overnment,
TIow Department.

{ pRIIFD AND PUBLISIIED BY THE COMMISSIOMER OF STATIINERY AND PRINTING CHENNAI ON
‘ BEIIALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL MNADU .
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