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TAMIL NADU 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE 

MADRAS, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1995 

- - --- - - 
; 

Part FI A Section 2 
C 

ACT No. 33 OF 1995. 

An Act to amend and consolid ate the law relating to, and to make better provisions 
for, compulsory elementary education in the State of Tamil Nadu. 

i 
i 

AND WHEREAS a policy decision has been taken by the Government of ~ a m i l  
Nadu to provide compulsory elementary education for all children of school age in this 

AND WHEREAS to give effect to that policy decision, it is necessary to make ele- 
mentary education compulsory for all such childre11 ; 

AND WHEREAS it is also necessary to make it obligatory on the pwt of every parent 
or guardian of a child to cause the child to attend to an elementar? school ; 

BE it enacted by the Legisl ati ve Assembly of the State of Tamil Nadu in the Forty- 
fifth Year of t  le Republ~c of India as follows :- 

1 . ( I )  This Act may be called the Tamil Nadu Compulsor!r Elementary Educa- 
' tion Act, 1994. Short title, 

extent and 
commenoement . 

A Group) 1V-2 Ex. 5 9 6 1  115 3 

5 % -  r, __ 8 



( 2 )  It r:xte!-cls to t'>e w:.ole of t:-e State of Taq:il Yadu. P 
(7) i t  S .id1 COi??? i3!t0 for!.le o I suc 1 (!ate as t'-:e Goverrmel;t ]:lay, by rlotifica- 

a 

tioa, a,) ,oi,.~t a -~r l  , ;  i:T~rc:~l tintes ::lay 5e  a?zoi ~ t c i l  for ,.li!'fe:.e,.t provisio::~ of ti:is 
Act. 

2 .  Ti- t :is Act, u -:less t'-~e co text ot'ierwise requires,- 

( /  ) " ;ltt: 1 ~ 1 ; ~  ," :Lt ~1 .! C\C 'IZ ; tar,' s51.ool " ill!:a 1s r;)rese41r:e for i ilstructioi? :a 
ail ele;!lei:tar,r 32 ,001 for sn5.i . -~u  i:'>er of i.Ia,r;, a ld on suc-y days i:? a year, a2d at 
suc I time or ti$-ies o ! eac .s ajr of atte I i;l Ice, as lilaj be ?rescribec! ; 

(:) co t i  lece '1 aui ,ority " Inea s t .e co npete1.t auti-~ority apyoii,teci ?-I? t3e 
Gcver 111:e ,t uc cler se,:tio, (; : 

, . ,.. , .. . 
. . ( 3 )  " elc',ne - i :~r ; r  c.1 c!,:;lti~)., " :!lc I.-$ e [uc:ltio 1 i f -  suc.4 srlbjects a!;<! u: : tc~  

suc;': stat c i  arc; .LS ;nay he :>re~.:ri?~zc; ; 

( 4 )  " elene -8tary s-, iool" ;?led-:s a s.: iool re:o;biiseci as an elemerltary sc'>ooi 
by t'?e co;n?cte:,t a!lt  ori it;^ a id  i icludes a.?y eleme7tary sc:~ool in existe~ce 0:i. t i e  
dale of co!nine.rceme?t of t  lis Act IY -(.is I '?as bee : rezognised as such by the Director 
of i~:,lc~nc~~t:try IT 1 II , . : I~  io : or hy L>I\. :iut . ority of t'le Etl ucntion l3epartmer:t: 

( 5 )  '' Gove::l:ne8~t " inea.!s t':c State Govcrnii1e:;t ; 

(6) "guard iar " lnea 1s a:y perso. to w'iom t'-e ca.-e, ilurture o; custody of 
any c;l~ild falls by law or by natural rigrlt or by re2ognised usage, or who has accepted 
or '~ssillned t ,L care, 1111 rture or custody of a11 y ct.ild or to whom t1.e cnte, nulltlre or 
cu;iody of aV3y c lild i as bezn elltrusted by ary lawful aut!lority; 

(7) " parent " means t'le fat ?er or not'ler of a c lild a-id irlcludes an adopted 
father or mother ; 

,. ! 

I (8) "sshool age" i!l relatio I to a c-~ild means such age as may be prescribed ;' 

i (9) " year" mears tile academic year commencing on t?,e I st day of June. 

(2) For giving effect to t'le provisions of sub-section (!), the Government st-all 
provide such number of elementary sc ,001s in t'ie State with trained teachers, as 
rnay be co 7 siaered, necessary. 

I 

Duty of every 4 .  Tt s. all be t1iedut)r of every parect or guartlial- of a c!-,it(' of sc 1 ocl age to cause 
parent o r  such child to attend an eleinectary sc1.001. 
guardian ef a 
child of sc!lool age. 

flernenkry 3 . ,  (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, elementary education shall be com- 
education to . pufsbry for every c'iild of school age. 
t e  compulsory. 

Exemptions. 5. ,&ttendar,ce at an elemefitary scf,ool for a c1:ild of scF!ool age si. all r.ot be 
compulsory- 

(1) if tiitre is :ID elehentary school within such distsnce, as may be notified 
by the Governmeiit; froill the resids~zce of such child ; 

(2) if such child is prevented fro111 attending an clenlentary school by reason 
of sickrless, infirlllity 3: S U C ~  other cmse as may be prescribed ; 

I t  ? 

(3) jf such child is attending arv  un;ecoguised school provided that the 
e$.ucation Impal ted therein isaecla~ed to be satisfactory by the competent authority : 

., 
. (4) if such child is impalted education in such othei- manner as lllay be declared 

to 5e sat~sfactory by the competent authority ; 

(5) 1:' silch child has already been imparted education in an elementary 
s:i~oo! or otherwise, upto the standard prescribed for elementary education ; or 



(2) � be competent authority shall exercist such powers and perform such 
be; functions as may be presc:ibed. 

8. No court shall take cognizance of anoffence wnisbable vnael this Act except Cognizance ot ' 
on d wmolaint in wlit:ng mac e hv an offict... authcriser' bv tbe Gcvelnment in this offences. 
behalf by general or s~eclal oraer. 

9. The coln~etent holit Y 9 ppc 111tcd uncle1 section 6 and the officev ruth01 is& Competent 
Act under section S ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  '-edeerned to be pl*hlic servrnts within the rncening of section21 authority, etc . 

of the 11 ai2n P a  : 1 Code. 

10. The Gcvernment m ~ y ,  ill the publicinterest, by ordej , direct the competece Power of 
a ~ t h o r i ~ y t o  make an enquiry Lr tc iaKe apprr plin,c Drc ceec1ingsu der tht 5 Act in arb\- G o ~ e ~ ~ m e r t  to 
case svec'fied in tkeolc'er, 2nd tbf CL mp- t -~ t  autborirv shall epor t to the (iovernm-nt giva d ; ~  ectioas. 
the result of the erquiry made or the proceedingstake11 bv him wlthin such pericd as 
may k pi escribed. 

11. No suit, prosecution or otlleel legal proceedings sh:lll lie 3g~i11st he Govern- Protection Of 
ment or an officer qf the Goves~~nleiit, for :inything whicl~ is 111 y o c ~ !  f~llih done o: action taken, fn 
intended to bedonelnpu~ suance of this Act or anyrule or older made thereunder. good faith. 

rules. 

undei tnat rule or order. 

Provided t b t  no order sllall be made lrfi cr i lle expiry of a period of two yen s 
from the dateof commencement o f  thi5 Act. 

16. The ~a rn i l  Nadu Elenledai Editcatloll Act, I920 is I~eseby r epealecl. Repeal. 

(By orJc: of tile Govc AOI j 

L A .  MUN~RAMAN, 
%ecletar v to Government , 

Lzw Dcnartment . 
- -- - 

AND PUBLJSHED BY THE DIRECTOR OP STATIONERY AND PRrNTINCi, ~ ~ A D W L S ,  ON BEHAIF 
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU. 
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T A M I L  NADU 
G O V E R N M E N T  GAZETTE! 
EXTR AORDlNAKY PLJBLISHEO er AUTHORITI 

' No. 5011 CHENNAI, MONDAY, OCTOBER 6 ,  1997 
Puratsasi 20, Isvara, Thiruvdluvar Aandu-2028 

f --- ----- - - - - -  - - - 
Part IV - Section 2 , 

Tamil* Nadu Acts aud Ordinances.! 
ut* , C .- - . -pa ' rcC 

The iollowing Act of tlie Tamil Nadu Legis!ative Assembly received the assent 
of the President on the 1st October 1997 and Is lereby published for general 
information :- 

ACT NO. 49 OF 1997 

1 .  A,& ,let 1 0  rcrrrot%d the yla~nil ,vadu ~ompubory E'lementary Education ~ c t ,  1994. 

BE it enacted by the Legislative Assembly of the State of Tamil Nadu in the 
Forty-eighth Year of the Republlc of Indla as follows :- 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Tam1 Nadu Compulsory Elementary Educa- Short title 
tion (Amendment) Act, 199'7, and 

commencement. 
(2) It shall come iuto force on such date as the State Government may, by 

notilication, appoint, 

' ~ a t l l i l  N.1t1u 2 ,  I n  t h e  Tarnil Nadu Compulsory Elementary Education Act, I994 (herein- Amendment 
Act 7 7  01  .~ftcl rc[cr ~ .cd to 11s the principal Act), in section 5, clause (1) shall be omitted, of section 5. 
109 5. 

3. T;O; ~ection 16 of the principal Act, the following section shall be substituted, Substitution 
mely:- of section 16. 

'\I 1\11 N ' L ~  ,I "16. ( 1 )  The Tamil Nadu Elementary Education Act, 1920 (hereinafter in Repeal and 
1 1  , tills .,c;t~i)~l ,eferred to as th: said Act), except sectlons 32,33,34, 35, 36,37, 38, 39 saving, 

lo7o. ~ ~ n d  40 anti the rules ~nade thereunder is hereby repealed. 

( 2 )  The levy, rates, asiessment and realisation of education tax and Government 
co nt1.i hut io n to the elemcnt xry education fund in respect of municipalities shall 
be determined in accordance with the provisions of sections 32,33,34, 35, 36, 37, 
38.  39 al~d 40 o t the said Act, as if the said sections shall be deemed to  always have 
hcen ~nc,)rporated i n  this Act." 

.- 

( B y  Order of the Governor.) 

A. K. RAJAN, 
Secretary to Government, 

Jaw Department. 
- - - _ ----- - _ - -  -- - 1 P i !  l . * l T l >  AND PUBIISIII-D BY THE CClMMlSSlOlaEH OF STATIDNERY AND PRINTING -A1 ON 

BEIJALF OF THE GOV13LtXMEEdT OF TAMIL B'ADU 
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